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Summary Information

Scope and Contents
The Governor's Invasive Species Council works to identify invasive plant, insect, and animal 
species that currently threaten or could potentially threaten Pennsylvania's natural and agricultural 
resources and the industries they support. The Council develops and works to implement the 
Commonwealth's invasive species management plan, which provides a framework for the 
prevention and control of invasive species at the state level. The Council also advises the Governor 
on invasive species policy development, facilitates coordination between agencies and 
organizations to address invasive species threats, and conducts outreach and education. 

The publications of the Governor's Invasive Species Council contain newsletters, biennial reports, 
and strategic plans. Selected topics from these publications include introduced species "invaders" 
and yearly agency happenings. The bulk of the current material is dated from 2016 to present.

Biographical / Historical
In 2004, Governor Ed Rendell issued Executive Order 2004-1 which established the Governor’s 
Invasive Species Council in Pennsylvania. The order stated that the purpose of forming the 
Council was to: advise the Governor on and direct the development and implementation of a state 
non-native invasive species management plan; provide guidance on prevention, control, and rapid 
response initiatives; and facilitate coordination among federal, regional, state, and local efforts. 
Governor Wolf recently re-established the Council by issuing a new Executive Order in 2017 (EO 
2017-07).

Legacy Agency Names and Related Agencies

Department of Agriculture (parent agency)
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